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Preface

All of the essays in this book have been written in dialogue
with others. I am very grateful to all those who have
discussed with me many of the issues developed here: in
particular, I would like to thank Isobel Armstrong, Derek
Attridge, Gargi Bhattacharrya, Rachel Bowlby, Jonathan
Dollimore, Terry Eagleton, Maud Ellmann, Robin Fiddian,
Ken Hirschkop, Christina Howells, Kadiatu Kanneh, John
Knight, Rodney Livingstone, Laura Marcus, David
Norbrook, Richard Rand, Jacqueline Rose, Nicholas Royle,
Jonathan Sawday, Allon White (for whom there is another
note elsewhere) and Clair Wills. I want too to express my
gratitude to those students who have worked through with
me in seminars many of the ideas developed in this book.
Antony Easthope read the manuscript with great care and
made some very useful suggestions; I am grateful to him
for his scrupulous criticisms. Anita Roy has been an
exemplary editor, for which much thanks. Some of these
essays were written in the context of work on The Oxford
Literary Review: 1 thank Geoffrey Bennington for his
stimulating collaboration during the course of our long
labourllnow endedllon the OLR. Homi Bhabha as always
has been a challenging and rewarding reader, and I thank
him warmly once more. Susan Matthews and Matthew
Meadows have given constant sustenance. My lasting
gratitude to Badral, Maryam, and Yasmine, for teaching me
what is worthwhile. Finally, this book is dedicated to my
mother, Mary Young, a son’s small gift towards love’s
irredeemable debt.
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