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The going on 
 
 
 
the going on the desire to go on 
the shouting from the past 
the no desire to go back 
 
the seeded optimism 
the determined compulsion 
the desire to eat the need 
to smoke cannot stop 
 
so removed in the wind and the sunshine 
cycling along a journeyman through 
the vans and the football stadium 
there to be passed and observed 
the bike hits a wall 
 
the face on the ground the crushed knee 
the forcible stop the desire to go on 
the bike resurrected the wheels 
set in motion the abyss suddenly past 
the hurt knee hurts 
continues reminds of what is not 
 
 
 
 
1977 
 
 



 
 

www.robertjcyoung.com 
© 2007 Robert JC Young 

 

 
 
Publication history 
1977, first published in this version 2007 
© Robert J.C. Young 2007 
 
To cite this poem: 
MLA Style: Robert J.C. Young, ‘The going on’. 2007. [access 
date] 
<http://robertjcyoung.com/going.html> 
 
 
 
 
 


